
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 
PENN INTRODUCES NEW PRO PENN+  

Featuring Encore™ Technology and new LongPlay® Felt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHOENIX – May 12, 2008 – Penn introduces its new Pro Penn+ tennis ball, featuring new 

LongPlay® felt for 25% longer wear* and 19% greater visibility*. New Pro Penn+ also 

continues to feature Encore Technology™ for a 33% longer lasting core*, making the ball 

play like new longer. This new innovation takes this popular, tournament-quality ball and 

makes it even more technologically advanced and beneficial for tennis players. 

LongPlay Felt is Pro Penn’s new felt that lasts 25% longer* than original Pro Penn. It 

also has a stain-resistant property, keeping the ball cleaner longer. A key benefit to the new 

LongPlay felt is that it plays exactly the same as original Pro Penn felt, but just wears longer 

– therefore maintaining all the positive properties that have made this ball a top-performer 

from Penn – America’s #1 selling ball. In addition, this ball still features brighter felt for 

ultimate visibility on-court. You can see from the chart details below how LongPlay felt is 

longer lasting than original Pro Penn. 

 

 

At the initial and moderate 
play periods, the felt 
performs the same ideal 
way it always has 

As you get into the longer 
play periods, you can see 
how the felt wears longer 
with the new Pro Penn 



This ball continues to include Encore Technology™ - Pro Penn’s unique core 

compound that uses a proprietary blend of natural and man-made polymers to limit ball 

softening. The core stays fresher longer and therefore “plays like new” longer.  

“Penn continues to lead the market in innovation with the introduction of new Pro 

Penn+. We now offer the complete package of a ball that lasts longer from the inside out – 

from core to felt. The clear benefit to tennis players is to have the ball they know and love 

last even that much longer – through the most rigorous of lessons, practice sessions or 

tournament matches,” says Jennifer Parker, Business Manager for Penn Tennis Balls.  

Pro Penn has been the official ball of the USPTA for over 35 years and is the longest 

running endorsement in tennis history. Pro Penn+ will be available in July 2008 and will be 

sold exclusively at pro/specialty shops around the country. Penn continues to be the only 

tennis ball Made in the USA.  

 

For more information, please visit www.pennracquet.com. 

 

ABOUT HEAD: HEAD NV is a leading global manufacturer and marketer of premium branded sports 
equipment. HEAD NV's ordinary shares are listed on the Vienna Stock Exchange ("HEAD").Our 
business is organized into four divisions: Winter Sports, Racquet Sports, Diving and Licensing.  We sell 
products under the HEAD (tennis, squash, paddle and racquetball racquets, tennis balls, tennis 
footwear, badminton products, alpine skis, ski bindings and ski boots, snowboards, bindings and 
boots), Penn (tennis and racquetball balls), Tyrolia (ski bindings), and Mares/Dacor (diving 
equipment) brands. We hold leading positions in all of our product markets and our products are 
endorsed by some of the world's top athletes including Richard Gasquet, Andrew Murray, Ivan Ljubicic, 
Svetlana Kuznetsova, Patty Schnyder, Amelie Mauresmo, Hermann Maier, Bode Miller, Didier Cuche, 
Marco Büchel, Patrick Staudacher, Maria Riesch, Elisabeth Görgl, Sarka Zahrobska, Jon Olsson, 
Gianluca Genoni, Jack Huczek, and Ramy Ashour. For more information, please visit our website: 
www.head.com. 
 

*Penn internal core softening data and abrasion box testing – new Pro Penn vs. original Pro Penn. 
Vectorscope Digital Test Data Feb. 2001 
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